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eA ſhort x Anſwer of [ohn Ling to the 16, 
\- QUeres of loſeph Heming about Chriſtmas, 


PC. SARS AR T is perceived that one [Foſopb Hewing , not 
VAL % = long before Chriſtmas , 1648. ( as by his 

PUR Fla printed Paper doth appeare) from his Study 
in V:toxerer , otherwiſe and vulgatly Vx- 
ter , in the fayd yeare doth challenge all 
thoſe who can write and reade , to anſwer 
his 16. Cf concerning the obſervation 
of the Feaſt of Chriſtmas, or the Nativity of 
our Lerd and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ;- towhich 
I fokn Ling having been a Grammer Schollar, and having ſecne ſome- 
what in the world both in this Chnrch , and the Reformed beyond 
Sea, doe make this Anſwer. 


The firſt Quzre. 
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Whether [ach v caftomes as are binding ts al the Chur- 
ches of Teſws Chriſt , ought not to have ſure footing upon the 
Ford of God, or Apoſtolicall pretiice ? 


Rei. Becauſe I will not make Paper deare by long Anſwers or 
Recitalls , I fay ſach Religious Cuſtomes as are binding to all the 
Churches of Jeſus Chrit , ought te have footing upon the werdef 
God, or Apoltolicall praRtice. 


The ſecond Quere. 


Whether you can ſubſtantially prove #hat Chriſt was borne ors 
the 25 of December ? ps 


at yoar proofes are ? 
A 2 Rep. 


&- Z 
Ref. Tr.isnot material, I, or no, whetherT can prove that Chriſt 
was torne on the.25 of December , as.itnow ſtandeth in the Engliſh 
Calendar. | 


The third. Quzre. 


whether the celebration of that day (grant he was borneon tt) 
can be clearely warranted by you from Seripture ! And what 
Jour Seriptures are © 


Ref. It imports no more then what isanſywered in the firſt and 


ſecond. 
The fourth Quzre. 


Whether you cancleare it by ſoundconſequence fromthe New 
Tefiamint thiugh not ſet downe there in totidem verbis * 


ie, It is cleared by ſound conſequence , bothfrom the Old and 

New Teſtament , that theday of the Birth of our Saviour, God and 
man,fheuld be kept with Feſtivity.: Iwill now.-firſt give you inſtance 
ifithe Angeis ſong to the Shepheards, Glory be ro God on bigh, on varth 
prace, good will towards wen, {ce the 118 Plalme,22, 23. and 24. verſes, 
The ffexe which the builders refuſed i; the head of the corner , which is 
interpreted in the New Teſtament to be meant of Chriſt. a4. Thu 
5s the day which the Lord hath made , wee willrejayce anabe gladinit, 
which all Interpreters ſay tobe meant by the day of the Birth 
of onr Lord and Saviour Jeſus-Chrift. Many placesthereare in 1/aieh, 
and other of the Prophets :' :So that now you have better proofes 
from Scripture for keeping holy an Anniverſary day for the celebrati- 
on of the Birth of -our Lord, then for changing the Sabbath to. the 
Lords day; the; proofes whereof are: chiefely gromded upon Apofto- 
33. 1 Peter, 2. 6.and 7. : | 


The fifth Qiizre. 


Whit Btr you can. doe it by univerſall tradition 2 


Reſp, 


(5) 
R$}. Ttsdone by Univerſall Tradition , and in that I will bring it 
to the Cuſtomary PraQtice of the Reformed: Churches of Dutch , 
French, and Geneva. 


The ſixt Quzre. 
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Whether \ in cafe it can be evidenced by none of theſe , viz. 
Plaine Text , ſolid Inference , univerſall Tradition ) it be nor a 
meere humane invention, and ſoWill worſhip « Andhow you 
will one day acquit your] elves before God, for placing, and crying 
up mens Inventions , inſtead of the inſtitutions of eſis Chriſt © 
And whether it were not f 41thfall dealing with poore ſimple people 
z0 tell them that you have neither of theſe to waxrant it * 


' Reſp. I anſwer, it were falſe dealing to tell Chriſtian People that 
which wereuntrue, 


hy. 


The ſeaventh Q'zre. 


( Since dayes and times commanded by God himſelfe to be ob= = 
ſerved under the Law; were, and are wnlawfull under the Goſpel) 
Whether dayes and times commanaed by men , and not by God, 
wander the Goſpell, are not leſſe lawful? | 5: wI 


: Refp, If this day and time were onely commanded by men , it 
were unlawfull, ſo far asto command is as a meere Religious dutys | 


The eighth Quzre. 


Whether the true and gennine Interpritation of Chriſtmas 
be Chriſt man £ And whether to perſwade people 'tis ſo , be not 
10. abuſe 1nd delude them * Andwhather we may not as well inter- 
pres Candlemas Candleman , Michaelmas Michaciman , « 
Chriſtmas Chriſtman 2? 


Re, (Becauſe you make ſport z and have brought ip a Gamboll ) 
| | A3 Thar - 


(6) | 

That I have a conjeture that Foſeph Memving is ſome Schoole Maſter ; 
or ſome grear Schoole Boy /, that can interpret the Latine fas for a 
man , and then Chriſtmas 1s Chriftman ; and certainely it is toabuſe 
people to perſwade them fo and ſo of the reſt : But I have heard 
what was anſwered Dr. Lewbe by a good fellow , to whem he ob- 
Jeted to have fayd Chriſtyde, and why net as well Tow tyde > The 
Anſyyer was he could fay Chriſtmas, or Thomas, or Lambe, afſe , and 
ſo he left him, and ſo doeI you with your Gamboll. 


The ninth Quzre. 


Whether the Saints are bound to rejoyce in the Birth of Chrif 
91 that day men ſuperſtitionſly call Chriſtmas , more then at 9- 
ther times ? And whether the Lords day be not the ] day ap- 
poymied for them to rejoyce on ? 


Reſp. You begge the Queſtion of Superſtition , and ſountill you 
frame the Argument ont of the Queſtion in Moode and Figure , I 
ſhall anſwer you no more upon that poynt. 


The tenth Quxce. 


Whether Chriftmas day ought in any reſpec? robeefleenscd 
above another of the Weeke ayes * And whether prople may 
not without offence 10 God follow their lawful vications on 1h at 
day? 

Is. That by the eſtabliſhed Lawes of this Kingdome , inthe 
times of the firſt Reformation ( and till continued ) this is comman- 
ded to be kepr as a holy day. 


The elcaventh Q-1zce. 


wheeber you thinke the Parliament and 4 ſ[embly have erred 
and played the fooks ay ren bs hrs rafong out Holy dayes 


net wirrantedin the Word * And whether to obſerve them , be 
n0t highly to d:flike, and flatly to contradict ( in poynt of prattice 
at leaſt) their proceedings in order to 4 Reforrwation * 


Rep. 
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ReSf. I fay itiva ſition N !tlangvage , and therefore T fay 
nomore, but demand of you whether you thinke the firſt Reform:rs 
that ſuffered Martyrdome were Fooles and Knaves ? _ 


The ewelith Quz'e, 


Whether ( ſince moſÞ men and women in Enpland doe blipdety 
and ſuper itionſly beleeve Chriſt was borne that day ) preaching 
9 i, doth not now1ſh and ſtrengthen thers in that beliefe 2 


. Ref. Atfirftyonbegge the Queſtion, but tothe ſecond part of it 
I ay ſince preaching is lawfull npen any day ; fo is it expedient, if not 
neceſlary upon a day commanded. 


The: thirteenth Quegre. 


Whether this Feaſt bed not itsriſe and. growth from Chri 
AS C 918 the mad Fereſts Sxturnalia (kept in a 
40:Saturne the Father of Gods) in which therewas «Sheafeof- 
_ fered to. Ceres Goddeſſenf Cone , 6 hymnein her praife called 

vu 87 Gr? dndwheaher theſe Chriſtians by name, to cluake 
#, did not afterwards call it Yule « and Chriſtmas (« thengh 
# were for Chrifts honour 7 ) 4nd mhether it be wat yer by ſame: 
Cmmre ancient then irvely or knowingly religioze.). called, Y, 
andthe mad playes (wherewith tis celebrated likethoſe Saturne» 
lia) Yule- games 2 And whether from the offering of that Sheafe 
ra Cates, from that ſong in ber praiſe : frons thoſe gifts the 
Heathens gave their friends tnthe Calends of January , ominis 
gratia, d:d4.n08. ariſe a ſpring our blazes; | Chriftmn Kar/ies, 
and New: yeares gifts ? | 


Ref, Whether this Feaſt hadinat ies Rice from Chriſtians cenfors 
mity to the mad Feaſt Sarwrnelia, Tanfſwer , Þ thinke it a very mad 
Queſtion : But I oqnfefſt ip ſome Nations they calf chiar Feaſt Twle , 
and an your brethren the Scots , they callit Zale , as I have 
found it in ther Callenders ;, but untillyov can prove shat thoſe Ne 
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tions ſpeake. Greeke , you will be farto ſeeke for your Argament » * 
Therefore good Mr. Schoolemafter, or Schooleboy,, leaveoft your B» 
'tymologies ; for you will finde it hard to prove thac Chriftiaris uſed 
to celebrate this Feaſt inany relation to the Satwrnalia or eres Songs. 


The fow'teenth Qu#zre. 
Whether conformity to, and retention of Heatheniſh Caſtomes 
be commendable in Chriſtians , ſutable or «greeablewith Goſpel 
Principles though under pretext of Chrifts Honour aud Forhip? 


_ - ReFþ. In the Negative itis notlawfull ; buthow will-you apply it, 
"Zobn Els, I cry you mercy Joſeph Heming? $ 


The fifteenth Q12:e. 

Whether you are not bound to prove your praftice for the con- 
vittion and ſatisf.'tFion of your Brethren , who e duty tt i to 
walke with you inthings agreeable to the minde Chri e And 
incaſe you cannot; Whether you ought not 10 «acknowledge your 
erronr, lay downe your pradtice ( mw athirs have dane theirs ) ns 
langer befooling and miſiea divg the people somminted: 19 your 


charge * | 


I anſwer, this reproofe would ſerve for a Preacher if he had miſled 
his people, of which number I am not, but if this charge be unjuſt.fee, 
hew you diſobey the Lawesof God and man. TOITeY VM Ia 

The ſixteenth Quere, | 

Whether in caſe you returnt no Anſwer 19theſe Queries , 1 
have not ground ſuff icient 19 conclude you utterly unable ts give 
any 14tinnall account of your prethice,now pat upsn it OY ITY 


Rep. Whether I have anſwered your Quaries or no; Let me 
know it by your confeſſion or Reply. oh 7 WO”. 8A 
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